
 

March 7, 2021 – 3rd Sunday of Lent 
 

Mass Intention 

Amy Callahan Bland 

Tuesday - George Pawlikowski 

 

Changes to your address, 
email or phone # please call 
Geri at the Church Office at 
252-249-3687 or email: 
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com 

     Some people might think that the purification of the temple 

sounds like an oxymoron, sort of like the task of wetting water. The 

temple should be the place of purification, not a place needing to be 

cleansed. Unfortunately, that attitude is at best naive and in worse 

scenarios it reflects the culture of "excessive deference and 

assumption of moral superiority" called clericalism. 
     The heart of the scandal Jesus caused that day was not in driving away 

the money changers but his proclamation that he, a human being, was the 

new temple. This implied that an encounter with genuine humanity offers 

an experience of the real presence of God. Of course, the Genesis creation 

stories prepared the way for that: One teaches that male and female were 

created in the divine image, the other describes how humanity came to life 

by the infusion of the very Spirit-breath of God. But it has always been 

easier to imagine God safely confined in a church and speaking only 

through authority than to believe that God's life courses through creation 

and speaks in the voice of unruly prophets and our needy neighbors. We 

join ranks with those who rejected Jesus' message to the extent that we 

allow a focus on Christ's presence in our temples and tabernacles to dwarf 

our awareness of his real and much more disturbing presence outside the 

church walls. The host in the tabernacle is silent, but the prophetic poor 

tend to clamor for justice, dignity and even love. 

     Jesus denounced a temple that concentrated power in service of the 

privileged, took advantage of some, and condemned and excluded others. 

He claimed that his mission was to fulfill the law — to demonstrate its 

deepest meaning as a guide to loving like God loves. 

     Today's readings call us to examine how we measure sacred and 

profane. Do we reverence each person as much as we do our holy places? 

Do we allow our critiques of church leadership to let us off the hook for 

living the radicality of the Gospel? Do we care more for the decor of our 

spaces and the style of our liturgy than for God's dwelling place in and 

among the poor? How are we doing at making temples of our lives? 

March 7, 2021 

 
Exodus 20:1-17 

Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 1:22-25 

John 2:13-25 
 

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to 

register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality 

in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of 

current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the 

Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have 

any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours.  If you are visiting us 

today, please introduce yourself after Mass! 

 

 

We collect aluminum cans 

to recycle. This money 

goes to the upkeep of our 

cemetery. Leave cans in 

the kitchen in the can 

marked “Aluminum Cans” 



Have you ever thought 
of Lent as a yearly 
second chance? Each 
year the Church gives us 
six weeks to take a long, 
loving look at our lives 
to see if our values and 
priorities are in line with 
God’s desires for us. 
Since most of us find 
that we’ve wandered 
from God’s path, Lent 
becomes that second 
chance, or do-over, to 
“return to God with our 
whole heart.” 
Loyolapress.com 

                      Prayer Requests 
                       Please keep all of the men 
                       and women in the armed           
                       forces and our allies who  
work daily to keep us free and those who  
have returned either broken of mind or  

body in your weekly prayers. 
 

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

Please keep the following parishioners,  
relatives and friends in your prayers  
throughout this week. 
 

Dot Banks 
John Bishoff 
Joshua Bonner 
Bette Brown 
Elizabeth Brown 
Mary Cancel 
Ray Cancel  
Madalene Delgado 
Jim Ferzetti 
Sheila Flaherty  
Dru Foster 
Karen Halloway  
Dot Hagerman  
Peter Hagerman 
Juan Hisada 
Donna Heatherington 
 

Tony Innocenti 
Regina Kemble 
Joan Marder 
Nancy Norris 
Enrique Paula 
Nancy Paula 
Janine Peterson 
James Richardson 
Larry Richardson 
Pamela Ross 
Michael Sharkey 
Shirley Staab  
John Valassis 
Nicholas Ward   
Georgia Mae Webb  
Liz Williams 

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name  

or the name of a family member added to 

the list, please e-mail or call 249-3687,  

Geri in the parish office. Names removed 

from the bulletin list will be placed on  

the prayer list located in the Chapel. 

MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are available in the Church 
vestibule on the literature rack and the 
Church Office. Please follow the 
instructions found with the cards. 

 

At Mass  
 

Please wear a mask (that covers your 

nose and mouth) and remember to  
sit 6 feet apart. Communion will be 

brought to you.  
 

Altar Flowers 
We invite you to donate flower arrangements 
in memory of a loved one, to celebrate a 
special occasion or church feast. Donations 
and the occasion will be noted in the bulletin 
and posted in the lobby.  

Contact the office.          

Last Sunday Offerings       

Frist collection           $1,315 

Second collection.      $  184 

 

Offertory Baskets will be placed in 
back of the church for our collections. 

Low Gluten Hosts are 
available.  

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIG CHANGE - BIG NEED - 

BIG HEART = BIG CHECK 

       Last Sunday, Fr. Tully announced that 

PCFLO, our parish's most significant social 
outreach program, is moving to its own building 
on Straight Farm Rd. PCFLO's work continues to 
expand and it simply needs more space than our 
Church can provide. To assist PCFLO in the 
purchase of its building, the Parish Council, with 
Fr. Tully's approval presented a check for 
$50,000 to the PCFLO leadership. Fr. Tully 
noted that this donation was considerably less 
than the cost of building an extension to the 
Church and that most of the money came from a 
bequest from the Byrne Family Trust. Anyone 
wishing to make an individual donation may do 
so by mailing checks marked to the “building 
fund” to:       PCFLO 
                     P.O. Box 771 
                     Oriental, NC 28571-0771 
 

Please let an 
usher or the 
sacristan know 
before mass. 
 

 

Third 
Sunday 
Of Lent 

 

Sunday Rosary  
 

9:55 before Mass in the chapel. 
 

Come join us,  

everyone is  

welcome. 

Stations of the Cross 

at 10 every Tuesday 

During Lent 

 

 

Pamlico County Girl Scout Troop 90 would 
like to thank St. Peter the Fisherman for use 
of their parish facilities over these past 16 
years. The troop is still going strong, but has 
found a more centralized location to meet. 
Besides all of the fun they had in meetings, 
camping and activities, the girls achieved 18 
higher awards- to include two Golds, traveled 
to Savannah, GA- to celebrate the GS 
100th anniversary, traveled to the Girl Guide 
Girl Scout World Centre in Adelboden, 
Switzerland, for a self-discovery leadership 
program, established a still-continuing 
PCFLO pantry distribution (it began its 
13th year with this February’s distribution), 
and contributed to many a ruined diet with 
their cookie sales. Some of the first girls 
involved have already graduated from college 
and are employed in wonderful careers, with 
many more in the midst of their college 
adventures. There is a new group becoming 
strong community leaders as we speak, so 
please continue your prayers and support as 
you interact with them in our community. 
Thank you again! Sincerely, Gail Watts and 
all of Troop 90 
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THANK YOU 

Pamlico County Girl Scout Troop 90 would 
like to thank St. Peter the Fisherman for use 
of their parish facilities over these past 16 
years. The troop is still going strong, but 
has found a more centralized location to 
meet. Besides all of the fun they had in 
meetings, camping and activities, the girls 
achieved 18 higher awards- to include two 
Golds, traveled to Savannah, GA- to 
celebrate the GS 100th anniversary, traveled 
to the Girl Guide Girl Scout World Centre 
in Adelboden, Switzerland, for a self-
discovery leadership program, established a 
still-continuing PCFLO pantry distribution 
(it began its 13th year with this February’s 
distribution), and contributed to many a 
ruined diet with their cookie sales. Some of 
the first girls involved have already 
graduated from college and are employed 
in wonderful careers, with many more in 
the midst of their college adventures. There 
is a new group becoming strong community 
leaders as we speak, so please continue 
your prayers and support as you interact 
with them in our community. Thank you 
again!  
Sincerely, Gail Watts and all of Troop 90 
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